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MANAGING TIME

Your routine can change every day as opposed to the daily
schedule routine of a high school structured environment. 

NORTHWEST STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS

WWW.NORTHWESTSTATE.EDU/FUTURE-STUDENT

Your day begins and ends
as a school group
You attend 5 days a week
Few Course Choices
Mandatory Attendance

HIGH SCHOOL
Your classed may be online,
face-to-face or a combo 
Not all instructors will take
attendance
It may seem like you have
more "free time"

COLLEGE

BALANCING RESPONSIBILITIES

In high school you have direct interventions from
parent/guardians, but students in CCP will be treated as college
students where instructors will not necessarily know if they are
CCP or not.

Teachers holds students
accountable 
Expectations are repeated
often and reminders are
issued

HIGH SCHOOL
Students are expected to
initiate contact for help 
Students are expected to
follow the course syllabus on
their own.

COLLEGE

GRADING & ASSIGNMENTS

In high school, grades are given for most assignments and
homework. In college, tests and major papers have more weight
and may require the student to organize their own study topics.

Consistent good
homework can raise your
grade
Testing is often over small
sections/chapters of
information

HIGH SCHOOL
Tests can be infrequent and
cover large amounts of
material
Some courses may be
writing intensive
Review sessions are rare
Make-Up tests may not be
available

COLLEGE
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TIME SPENT OUTSIDE OF CLASS

In high school, you may often have time to complete assigned
readings in class, but in college, readings are often completed
before the session where topics will be discussed.

Discussion is teacher-led
Listening is class is often
enough and notes can be
optional
Lessons are read and
reviewed

HIGH SCHOOL
For every hour spent in class,
you should plan on 3 hours
of studying and/or
assignments outside of class
per week. Ex) 3 class hours X
3 outside hours = 9 hours
per week

COLLEGE

RESULTS MATTER

In high school, there are often ways you can improve your grade
outside of academic performance, but in college there will be
less opportunities like this.

Extra credit can sometimes
be an option
Attendance and
participation can be
factored into the grade

HIGH SCHOOL
Your grade is a direct result
of performance on tests,
papers, and projects
Extra credit and retests are
rare if offered at all

COLLEGE

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Every student in the College Credit Plus program must meet and maintain
certain academic criteria. Outside of academics there are many aspects
to consider when preparing for the CCP journey.

TRANSPORTATION
You are responsible for getting to and from campus if taking
classes in person. Make sure that you have reliable
transportation and budget for gas.

GPA & TRANSCRIPS
College classes can be more difficult and the grades earned in
them count towards graduation and your college GPA. Consider
their effect on your high school GPA, class rank, and college start.

SCHOOL DELAYS & CLOSINGS
If your high schools closes or delays, you are still responsible for
coming to your college classes. Online classes do not "close" or
"delay". NSCC only cancels if there is a level 3 snow emergency
across the 5 county area. You will be notified if campus is closed.


