
 Feeling nervous about 
completing a paper? 

Take it one step at a time. 

Following the seven steps 
listed here will increase your 

chance for a better grade. 

Seven Steps to Success 

 Understand the instructions 

 Choose a topic 

 Find authoritative sources 

 Compile your research 

 Format your paper 

 Write your paper 

 Revise your paper 
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6. Write your paper 
You’ve already done most of the work! 

Now all you need to do is organize the 
information into sections and connect the 
ideas so that your paper “flows” well. 

Creating an outline is helpful for many 
students at this point.  Does your 
instructor offer any guidance here?  If not, 
the Purdue Owl website has a helpful 
section on writing an outline.  Check it out 
at the address below: 
owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/544/01/ 

7.  Revise your paper 
This is a critical step.  You want your 
paper to represent your best work.  
Realize that a rough draft is just that—
ROUGH!  You should revise it over and 
over again.  It’s OK for a paper to go 
through many revisions. 

1. Understand the 

assignment’s instructions 

Make sure you understand the purpose 
and requirements of the assignment.  
Check your syllabus and refresh your 
memory on what your instructor has 
said in class or via email. 

2. Choose a general topic 

It’s a good idea to pick a topic that you 
want to learn more about.  Unless it’s 
an argument paper, it’s also good to 
choose something you don’t have a 
strong opinion on. That way, you aren’t 
limiting yourself to only finding 
information that you agree with, and 
you may learn something new! 

3. Find authoritative sources 
You will increase your chances of getting a 
good grade using sources offered through 
the library instead of using Google or 
Wikipedia. The library has access to 
databases and print resources on 
thousands of topics! 

Contact Library staff if you need assistance 
with this step!  Our contact information is 
on the inside fold of this brochure. 

 You’ve made sure that you 

understand the instructions and 
requirements for the paper. 

 You’ve chosen a topic. 

 You’ve searched for authoritative 

sources on your topic.  

 You’ve compiled your research, and 

narrowed your topic (if necessary.) 

 You’ve planned (or set up) the 

formatting for your paper. 

4. Compile your research 
You will likely have a lot of information at 
this point.  If you need to focus on one 
specific aspect of your topic, this is the time 
to do it. 

5. Format your paper 
Set up your document in accordance with 
the appropriate style guide (APA or MLA).  
Be sure you check your assignment 
instructions for any special notes on 
formatting. 

Your textbook might be helpful in this 
process, as well as websites such as 
owl.english.purdue.edu and knightcite.com.  
You are responsible for making sure that 
your paper follows the format indicated in 
the official APA or MLA style guides, which 
are available in the library 

.

7 Steps for Writing Your Research Paper 

Quick Tip: 

Get started on your research as 
early as possible. Don’t create a panic 
situation for yourself by putting it off, 
because you never know what may 
happen. 

Quick Tip: 

Find more sources than you need for 
your assignment. That way, you can 
choose the best sources and won’t need to 
scramble at the last minute. 

Quick Tip: 

Use sticky notes or “page flags” to 
make notes as you do your research. 
This will help you remember and 
prioritize what you’ve read. 

Quick Tip: 

Have someone else read your paper 
and give some constructive criticism. 


