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A New Year, New Horizons unfolding for Lifelong Learners       
     Can it be that the holiday season is staring us in the face again? Where did  this year go? At the Center for 
Lifelong Learning we all agree time seems to be gaining momentum. However, as a group, we want to enjoy all 
that we can and find fulfilment in each new day. One way to do that is by participating in some or all of the ac-
tivities your Center for Lifelong Learning offers. This newsletter will highlight what we’ve done most recently 
and look ahead to a spring trip to Milwaukee, a fall overnight trip to Lansing, and a look this spring at the diffi-
cult national and international immigration issues. In our 26-year history we’ve enhanced our lives by joining 
with one another on this journey of lifelong learning. You’ll find the details right here in your hand! 

 

 

 

 

Spring Gathering to Focus on Immigration 
     The immigration issue is never far from our minds, our TV’s or our radios.  What do we do with the thou-
sands of people who seek a new start in a new land?  Our ancestors were all immigrants and flooded the shores 
of America in search of a new start.  Our spring one-day gathering, set for Friday, April 8, will focus on that 
very issue: Immigration.  

     As is our tradition we’ll enjoy light refreshments between 8:30 and 9 and be ready to start our day by 9:00.  
We’ll listen to people who work with immigrants and their families daily to learn the challenges of those seek-
ing citizenship.  You may be shocked at the cost to come to America legally.  That is only one of the barriers 
for families in poverty who seek a life with more opportunity.  We’ll hear of the fear of parents in other coun-
tries whose children walk home from school every day while drug lords and their followers shoot it out and the 
police, paid by the drug lords, look the other way.  There is no easy answer, but our presenters will give us in-
formation to help us consider the harsh realities that come with seeking new opportunities in a new land. 

    Use the registration form enclosed to save your seat.   Enclose $12. Or, we’ll collect from you at the door for 
the 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. day at the College.  Remember that during renovations at the college, we will be gath-
ering in the Auditorium on the west end of the campus.  Pre-registration forms are available in this mailing as 
well as on-line under the Center for Lifelong Learning all under the word Community on the Northwest State 
website.  A light lunch served by the college is included in the day’s fee. 

In this issue— 

Page 1…..Spring Gathering 

Page 2-3...Upcoming Trips and Review of the O-H-I-O 
Adventure 

Page 4…..Cooper Farms Trip and Renovation Update 

Page 5….Travel Tips 

Page 6….Spring 2016 Trip Details 

Page 6….A Remarkable Coincidence and  What is the Center For Life-
long Learning 

** Registration Forms for all activities are included on separate 
sheets of paper or online 

All information (including trip and program forms) can be found online at: 
www.northweststate.edu/lifelong-learning 

Horizon unfol · 
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Will You Go to Milwaukee With Us?  
 Sunday, April 24 - Thursday, April 27, 2016 
 Although it sounds like a long bus ride, in fact, 
Milwaukee is just around the corner from Chicago.  There is no 
doubt that the brewery industry has made its mark in this Wisconsin city on the 
shores of Lake Michigan and we’ll learn a lot about that in our 5-day trip.  

       Included in the week’s events is a stop at Captain Frederick’s Pabst Mansion, 
built in 1892 and now restored to its original grandeur.   During the Milwaukee City tour we will see clearly 
the influence the European immigrants had on this city.  At a request of one of our regular travelers, we’re 
going to tour the new Milwaukee Brewers home, Miller Park, the only fan-shaped convertible roofed stadium 
in the major leagues. 

       One of the most unique stops on this spring adventure is a visit to the UWM Freshwater Institute and Great 
Lakes Aquaculture Center.  The innovative process allows freshwater fish to be grown in repurposed urban 
buildings.  

    We will get a spectacular view of the city skyline with our Tuesday noon boat luncheon cruise, before 
visiting the Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum and Italian Renaissance garden with a fabulous art 
collection as well as Italian gardens built into the hillside featuring a dramatic water stairway.  

    Tuesday is the evening we’ll plan on a cabaret show after dinner featuring powerhouse vocalists to raise the 
roof and take us on an uplifting journey through the defining moments in American history.  

     Wednesday, after breakfast in our hotel we’ll head to the state capitol in Madison to spend the day which is 
scheduled to include the state capitol, Frank Lloyd Wright’s Unitarian Meeting Hall, a mustard museum, 
winery, circus world museum, and both lunch and dinner in the city. 

    Before heading home on Thursday we have a visit to a 7-story glass horticultural conservatory, the Basilica 
of St. Josaphat and a stop at the Harley Davidson Museum.  

       One advantage of this trip is that we’ll spend all four night in the same Milwaukee hotel, meaning we only 
unpack once! You know we’ll eat well, because that’s what we like to do.  As always your fee includes 
everything - all fees, food, transportation, and tips.  

     To sign up see the registration slip with this mailing, or go on-line to get further details.  If you’re near the 
deadline and want to be assured a seat you can call Lynn in the business office at the College.  Her direct line is 
419-267-1312.  She can take your credit card information.   

Overnight Trip and Seminar for Fall 2016 
  For our fall overnight in 2016 we’re heading north to Lansing, Michigan.  One of 
our recent travelers suggested that, and sure enough, it’s going to work out nicely.  It’s set for 
Monday and Tuesday September 19 and 20, 2016 and will include a tours of the Michigan 
Capitol Building, the Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum,  the  historic prison in Jackson, and 
oh yes, a stop at the “ Big House” in Ann Arbor! 
     Instead of an on-campus gathering (we used to call them seminars) for the fall of 2016, we may be taking 
another field trip like we did this fall.  St. John’s Christian Church of Archbold came through in a pinch to 
provide our fall trip transportation this year, and have said we could use there nice little bus with bucket-type 
seats annually if we wanted a day-trip and their bus wasn’t in use.  So in a short brain-storming session after 
the fall seminar, participants thought some near-by sites would be interesting. We’re looking into a new 
avenue for our lifelong learning!  

$945  p.p.  

Dble Occ. Inclusive 
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Lots of Memories on our Fall OH-IO 
Adventure 
     Our late September overnight trip to Columbus had many memorable 
moments.  Yes, there was a little drizzle, but our many colorful rain slicks 

brightened things right up.  And once we were standing on the 50 yard line of 
the Ohio State Stadium, we didn’t really care if we were getting wet or not. 

      Cow hides used to make pigskins have to be the exact same thickness before making a regulation football 
for the NFL, so at our morning stop at the Wilson Sporting Goods factory in Ada,  we learned they have to 
shave more off the hides of cattle from the Chicago area than from those hides from Texas since the northern 
cattle have thicker hides as protection from the winter winds.  From the hand lacing to turning each balls inside 
out, we saw employees working intensely to make their quota of 3,000 to 5,000 footballs each day.   

    Later at the only plant that makes whistles in America we really 
had one big question:  “How do those balls get inside the whistles?”  
We who went now know.  The rest of you, have a mystery to solve.  
That fascinating tour showed us up close and personal how the 
whistles are made for the New York Police, and the NFL referees as 
well as the branches of the U.S. military.  And they gave us each a 
whistle to commemorate the fascinating visit.   

     Maybe one of the most surprising 
stops was inside the Ohio Historical Society where we leisurely browsed 
through a Lustron home now completely constructed inside the Historical 
Center.  The compact homes of porcelain steel, popular about 1950, were too 
expensive to catch- on nationwide, but we learned of one in still being lived in 
in Napoleon and another or possibly two in Defiance.  Curators in Columbus 
have furnished the home as it might have been in the 50’s.  We were encouraged 
to open closets and kitchen drawers where we found those melmac dishes, 
colored metal drinking glasses, cupboards of labeled cans we had forgotten 
about and even a coon skin cap on the bed in the boy’s room.   

    One of our more interesting dining stops was the Nutcracker Family Restaurant in nearby Pataskala.  The 
bustling 50’s style diner of vinyl booths and thick burgers was staffed with efficient, cheerful employees, 
including the semi-retired owner and his wife.  Of course lunch at the Buckeye Hall of Fame, and dinners at 
the 94th Aero Squadron concluding with Sam B’s in Bowling Green, got high marks as well.  
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Blowin’ in the Wind and Cooper 
Farms– Impressive!   
On October 16th when 35* lifelong learners pulled away from the college 
in a bus rented from St. John’s Christian Church in Archbold, we had no 
idea how much information would fill our minds in the next hour.  When 
the bus stopped at the Sherwood library we met up with presenter Eric 
Romich, OSU Assistant Professor and Field Specialist in Energy 
Development. Eric was a treasure chest of information on those massive 

wind turbines that have changed the face of agriculture in Van Wert and Paulding counties. Would you 
imagine that for each turbine, the contractor needs to initially have access to 10 acres?  Would you guess that 
there is concrete 12 feet deep buried in the ground under each turbine? His fast-paced presentation left us in 
awe of the many factors involved in deciding to encourage or discourage further development of wind energy 
in our area.   

    After we leisurely drove around the rural miles of northern Van Wert county and watched as the giant arms 
of the massive turbines turned in the wind on both sides of the bus, we headed north to Oakwood. 

     There we stopped in downtown Oakwood at the Cooper Community Library where we enjoyed freshly-
made box lunches while the leadership of Cooper Farms told the amazing story that began in 1938 with a few 
turkeys and now their products reach customers throughout North America! The Coopers hatch 15 million 
turkey poults a year, raise and sell over 148 million live pounds of hogs each year, produce over 74 million 
dozen table eggs a year and purchase over 17 million bushels of corn each year. Reread that again and you 
will see how this family-owned farm is feeding the nation!   

      They told us of the showering in and showering out policy for employees going from barn to barn and 
how they even not only wash, but also sterilize their trucks coming in and out as well. It was an incredible 
story.  

      The day worked out so well, that those who could stay and think about the future of the Center for 
Lifelong Learning decided we should try more of those day trips.  

*We pulled away with only 34 passengers, as one well-loved passenger missed the bus.  That passenger will remain nameless, but 
thankfully did catch up with us for lunch in Oakwood! 

A New Temporary Meeting Place 
Plans are in place for a major renovation of the C-wing at the College.  You remember we often meet in 
C200 on the second floor of that wing.  That means we’ll use the Voinovich Auditorium for our meeting 
place until further notice.  Park on the west end and enter the west doors.  There is a circle drive so that you 
could drop passengers off before going to park.  The auditorium is just inside the double entry doors with 
restrooms straight on down the hall a few steps.  ( Note: Trips will still leave from the East entrance since 
we won’t need any space in the C-wing.) 

Driver Randy Update 
    We’re going to have to adjust to a new name painted on the side of our motor coach.  After 7 years with 
Lakefront, our driver Randy Nafziger has made a change.  The side of his bus will now say Excursion 
Trailways and his base will be Ottawa, Ohio.  Lakefront has always been a team player in Ohio’s tourism 
industry and I know they will miss Randy.  Randy, a rural Pettisville resident, has taken such good care of 
our travelers with the Center for Lifelong Learning that we’ll hope we’ll still be in seats behind him with his 
new employer. 
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Changes in our Traveling Procedures  
New Addition: 

 If you travel with us, you will only need to fill out your Emergency 
Medical Form if there has been a change. If we have you on file, 
and your information is current, there will be no need to create a 
new form. 

Summary of Earlier Traveling Procedures: 

 We will try to create a little more “down” time when we can make 
it work.  Maybe before the evening meal, and certainly an earlier return to the hotel in the evening.  We’ll 
plan to schedule only one evening activity for the week-long trips. (and of course, you can opt out of 
anything, just by letting us know before performance tickets are purchased.) 

 We’ll now handle our own luggage at the hotel.  No more baggage handlers. 

 If you want to be assured of a seat in the first three rows of the bus, we now assess a fee of $15 per seat 
just as an airline would for travelers who want to travel first class.  

 Remember if something comes up after you’ve paid, we have no control over whether your money is 
returned.  For the bigger trips you might want to consider trip insurance, or have a back-up family/friend 
to fill your seat.  

 We’ll continue having an evening orientation for our 5-day trips, but will not automatically host the event 
on a regular basis for the overnight trips. 

Datebook for Lifelong Learners 
February 1, 2016 - Deadline for  $500 down payment on Milwaukee tr ip due in College office.  

March 1, 2016 - Milwaukee trip final payment due in College office.  

Friday, April 8, 2016 - Day-long Gathering at the college. Topic: Immigration  Probably   
meeting in Voinovich Auditorium. Park and enter from West side. Pre-registration necessary. 
Use form included, or leave message for Cecily at 419-267-5502. 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 - 7 p.m. - Orientation for Milwaukee Trip. Park and enter west end. Probably 
           meeting Voinovich auditorium.  

Sunday, April 24 - Thursday, April 27, 2016– Motor coach Trip to Milwaukee. 

July 1, 2016 - Payment due for fall motor coach trip to Lansing, MI. Monday, Tuesday, September 19-20. 

Monday, Tuesday September 19-20, 2016 - Fall overnight motor  coach tr ip to Lansing, Michigan. 

Spring 2017 - Heading to Pittsburg for our 5 day/4 night learning experience.  

Contact us: 
Coordinator of the Center for Lifelong Learning – Cecily Rohrs, rural Archbold. 
e-mail: crohrs@northweststate.edu or phone 419-267-5502.   
For payment of fees:  Nor thwest State Community College:  Attn: Business Office 
22600 St. Rt. 34, Archbold, Ohio 43502.  Or to give your credit card number call Lynn in the business office 
419-267-1312.  
To change your mailing address, e-mail or phone:  contact Coordinator  Cecily via phone or  e-mail.  See 
above.  
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Due to renovation at the College our early 2016 on -campus events will be in the E-wing which means park and 
enter from the west end.  There is a circular drive for drop-off.     

A Remarkable Coincidence 
     What do you know about Victoria Woodhull?  If you’re shaking your 
head, it’s because you weren’t on the fall trip to Columbus.  This 
remarkable Ohioan actually ran for President of the United States in 1872 
before women even had the right to vote!   This outspoken, and perhaps 
“shady” woman, was a jack-of-all trades who tried her hand at stock-
brokering, newspaper publishing, lobbying, public speaking, clairvoyance 
and philanthropy. She was a household name, although not necessarily a 
name held in highest esteem.  

      Just two days after our return from hearing her story, the Crescent 
News columnist Jenny Derringer, ran a column on Victoria, the first 
woman presidential candidate! AND, on Tuesday evening, November 
10th she was the answer to a Jeopardy questions on feminists.  What a 
remarkable coincidence!   

What Exactly is this Center for Lifelong Learning Anyhow?  
       The Center, grounded at Northwest State Community College, is a gathering of adults 55+ who enjoy 
pondering the possibilities in our ever-changing world.   A solid core of participants come from the 4-county 
area, but others drive from Lucas, Wood and Paulding counties.  There are no membership dues. No attend-
ance is recorded.   It’s an ever-changing pay as -you -go group full of diversity.  

      Over our 26-year history we’ve taken a closer look at historical events and people.  We recently returned 
from a trip that looked ahead to the future of wind power. We’ve visited the regional jail and learned what 
local probation officers face in their jobs.  We took a bus to Chicago to visit worship centers and learn of 
many faiths that have evolved from the children of Abraham.  We have toured the Toledo Post Office, and 
have been behind-the-scenes at Cedar Point.   

      We like to learn.  We like to challenge or maybe reinforce some thoughts we’ve held for years.  The pro-
gram used to be called Elderhostel on an international level.  Now it is known as Road Scholar, the not-for-
profit leader in educational travel since 1975, offering 6,500 educational tours in all 50 states and 150 coun-
tries.   Our local Center for Lifelong Learning is an affiliate of the international organization.   

     We sponsor two one-day seminars/gatherings.  One is usually in the spring, the other in the fall and are 
most often held on campus.  In addition we host a 5day/4 night educational trip by motor coach each spring 
and a 2day/1night trip in the fall.  Singles, couples, and friends have all found a comfortable spot in our 
group. 

     If you aren’t currently a participant maybe you’re getting this newsletter because a friend or neighbor 
thought you would enjoy the group.   Or, if you’re a regular participant, remember you can put a friend or 
neighbor on the mailing list by contacting  the Center’s coordinator Cecily Rohrs at  

cecily@northweststate.edu or sending her a note at the College.  See the contact us block on p. 5. 
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