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MINUTES OF THE  
NORTHWEST STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE  

FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
October 20, 2011 – 8:00 a.m. 

Room H104 
 

PRESENT:  Douglas Bernath, Louis Escobar, Gary Keys, Mark Klopfenstein, Isaac Lee, 
David Lersch, David Meekison, Dennis Miller, Randy Ordway, Jason Rickenberg,   
Kathy Soards, Don Spohler, Fred Strobel, Pat Vandenbusche, Robbin Wilcox,  
John Wilson, Brent Winzeler, Mari Yoder, and Norman Zeiter 
 

******************************** 
 
A meeting of the Northwest State Community College Foundation Board of Directors 
was held on Thursday, October 20, 2011 at 8:00 a.m. in Room H104.   
 
In the absence of Foundation Chair, Peter Beck, the meeting was called to order by 
Vice Chair, Mark Klopfenstein.  He opened the meeting by introducing new Board 
members John Wilson and David Meekison.  Mr. Wilson  has been serving as the 
Foundation fundraising campaign chair for the past several years, but will now become 
a member of the Foundation Board of Directors.  Mr. Meekison is an attorney from 
Napoleon, Ohio.  The third new member, Ryan Miller, was not available to attend this 
meeting. 
 
 
Mr. Miller moved to approve the minutes of the July 21, 2011 meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Wilson.   
ROLL CALL:  Aye;  Bernath, Escobar, Keys, Klopfenstein, Lee, Lersch, Meekison, 
Miller, Ordway, Rickenberg, Soards, Strobel, Vandenbusche, Wilcox, Wilson, Winzeler, 
Yoder, Zeiter. Nay; None.  Thereupon the Chair declared the motion approved. 
 
Mari Yoder reported that traditional student enrollment numbers are down for fall 
semester.  When workforce development students taking credit courses this fall are 
added to the numbers, enrollment is up significantly.   Renovations to the second floor 
of the A Building are close to completion and the moving of employees back into the 
building should be completed by the end of November.  The College is currently 
providing training for a number companies who have received grant dollars for this 
purpose. 
 
At this point in the meeting, the a group photo was taken of the Foundation Board of 
Directors. 
 
Foundation Treasurer, Kathy Soards, reported that the 2010-11 Foundation Audit has 
been filed with the State of Ohio.  She is beginning to compile the 990 information and 
anticipates that the finance committee will be able to review it during December 2011.  
Mrs. Soards further presented the listing of donations to the Foundation and reported 
that for FY 11/12 a total of $37,136.26 to date has been received. 
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Foundation Board Education – Brent Winzeler 

 The Planned Giving Committee, led by Brent Winzeler, would like to host a group 
of individuals to a seminar explaining the Charitable Lead Trust Opportunities. 
Record low interest rates are driving the renewed interest with individuals who 
have a large enough income to take advantage of the charitable tax contribution.  
Future charitable giving regulations will be changing in 2013. 

 The Planned Giving Committee is planning to conduct a seminar to cultivate 
interest in this opportunity.  Members were asked to provide names of individuals 
who may be interested in the program to include on the invitation list. 

 
Finance Committee Update – Fred Strobel 

 The Finance Committee met on September 28 and made the decision to have 
SJS Investment Consulting attend the general Foundation Board meeting in 
January 2012.  The current value of our investment with SJS now stands at 
$4,352,280.35. 

 The committee is in the process of reviewing the investment policy 
 
Nominating/Membership Committee – Gary Keys 

 At their last meeting, the membership discussed five new possible members.  
Names and information will be sent out to the membership soon for feedback. 

 Committee members also reviewed the board member profile. 

 Members were asked to read and sign the Conflict of Interest Statement and 
return to Robbin Wilcox at the end of the meeting.  This is a requirement with the 
990 filing. 
 

Fundraising/Friendraising Committee 

 Faculty and staff annual fundraiser kicks off today with a luncheon(October 20). 
 Goal is 80% participation 
 Runs October 20, 2011 through February 16, 2012 

 Third Annual Green Carpet Event will be held on Thursday, May 10.  Directors 
are asked to assist in some way, either by sponsorship, donation of auction item, 
advertising and by attending the event. 

 Five campus tours, with a total of twenty-three people, have been held from 
September 26 through October 5.  Three more tours are scheduled between 
October 21 and December 8, with three to be scheduled after December 8. 

 
Public Relations Committee 

 The committee met on September 13, 2011 and reviewed the outline for the 
annual report.  This year’s theme is “Inspiring Change.”   

 Information is being sent out for the 2012 Making a Difference Award.  The 
deadline to submit nominations is November 30.  The selection of this year’s 
award winners will be made on December 6. 

 
 
 

 We have been notified that last year’s annual report will be receiving an award at 
the District 3 meeting of the National Council for Marketing and Public Relations.  

• 

• 

• 
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Amanda Potts and Michelle O’Dell will be traveling Detroit to accept the award on 
behalf of the college.  This will be the second year in a row that this publication 
has received an award. 
 

Action on Proposed Resolution 

 
PLANNED GIVING COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED AS A STANDING COMMITTEE. 
 

Mr. Keys moved and Mr. Escobar seconded the following motion: 
 
WHEREAS, the By-laws of the Foundation stipulate that the Board by resolution may 
designate additional Board committees each of which must have at least two persons; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Executive Committee of the Foundation has evaluated the work and 
vision of the Planned Giving Committee and desires to establish it as a permanent 
standing committee of the Foundation;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Foundation Board of Directors 
establish the Planned Giving Committee as a permanent Standing Committee of the 
Foundation effective October 20, 2011. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Aye;  Bernath, Escobar, Keys, Klopfenstein, Lee, Lersch, Meekison, 
Miller, Ordway, Rickenberg, Soards, Strobel, Vandenbusche, Wilcox, Winzeler, Yoder, 
Zeiter. Nay; None.  Thereupon the Chair declared the motion approved. 
 
 
With no further business to be brought before the Board of Directors the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
Lynda VonDeylen Cramer 
Recording Secretary 


