
MINUTES OF THE  
NORTHWEST STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE  

FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
January 20, 2011 – 8:00 a.m. 

Auditorium 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Peter Beck, Douglas Bernath, Louis Escobar, Gary Keys,  
Mark Klopfenstein, Isaac Lee, David Lersch, Dennis Miller, Todd Myers, Randy Ordway,  
Jason Rickenberg, Melissa Rupp, Kathy Soards, Don Spohler, Tom Stuckey, Fred Strobel, 
Nathan Weaks, Robbin Wilcox, John Wilson, Brent Winzeler, Mari Yoder, Norman Zeiter 
 

******************************** 
 
A meeting of the Northwest State Community College Foundation Board of Directors was held 
on Thursday, January 20, 2011 at 8:00 a.m. in the Northwest State Community College 
Auditorium.   
 
Foundation Board Chair, Peter Beck, called the meeting to order and provided an update to the 
Foundation Directors regarding the Foundation Summit presented by the Ohio Association of 
Community Colleges which he recently attended. 

 Who receives charitable contributions? 
 Education – 13% 
 Religious affiliations/churches – 33% 
 Grants – 10% 
 Arts/culture – 12% 
 Other 29% 

 Giving to education has decreased over the past couple years, but has remained 
somewhat resilient. 

 5% of college graduates give back to their alma mater. 

 Enrollment in community colleges is up, but colleges are receiving no additional funding 
to support the growth. 

 With this cut in funding the Foundation becomes even more important. 
 
Mr. Beck formally introduced new Foundation Board members Isaac Lee, Defiance County, and 
Nathan Weaks, Henry County, who each provided a brief overview of themselves.  Both of 
these new members were approved through an electronic vote of the Foundation membership.  
 
Mr. Escobar moved to approve the minutes of the October 21, 2010 meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Myers.  The minutes were approved as written. 
 
President Stuckey reported that the College currently serves 5,389 students.  The College is 
working with Four County Career Center on an agreement for a new program through which a 
student can obtain a high school diploma and associate degree in technology in three years.  
Hope to begin this program in Fall 2012.  The College is also applying for grant dollars to 
develop a regional training center in Toledo.  This is a partnership with the University of Toledo 
who will provide space for the facility on the Scott Park Campus. 

 
Foundation Treasurer, Kathy Soards, presented the listing of foundation donations and pledges 
reported as of December 31, 2010.  FY 10/11 donations/pledges/in-kind gift YTD total is 
$162,901.81 compared to $92,549.58 in FY 09/10.  She also presented an investment report 
from SJS Investment Consulting which indicates a $293,859 net investment gain through 
November 3, 2010. 
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Mrs. Soards also reported that the audit report has not yet been returned from the State.  It is a 
clean audit, but the report has not been received for the Foundation Board to accept. 
 
Nominating/Membership Committee 
 
The committee is continuing to refine the nomination process and has added a campus tour and 
better definitions relative to members’ representation criteria to the process. 
 
Transfer Coordinator, Jason Rickenberg, presented information regarding his responsibilities 
and the functions of his office to ensure that students are transferring seamlessly into a 
bachelor’s degree program.  He noted that Defiance College accepts up to 90 credit hours from 
Northwest State.  Bowling Green and the University of Toledo accept up to 55 hours. 
 
Finance Committee Update 
 
Fred Strobel reported that the Finance Committee met on December 8, 2010.  SJS Investment 
Consulting, Inc. attended the meeting and presented the Portfolio History through 11/30/10 
which shows a net investment gain of $293,859.  This performance is above the average for the 
current market.  The Finance Committee has asked SJS to attend their meeting two times per 
year. 
 
Planned Giving Committee 
 
Brent Winzeler has agreed to serve as chair of the Planned Giving Committee.  He distributed a 
form for members to sign up to take part in bringing outside groups to campus for a tour.  David 
Fox and Kevin Yarnell have also joined this committee. 
 
The committee is working on an electronic newsletter to send to those people who have been 
on campus tours, as well as a PowerPoint presentation to be taken to service groups promoting 
the Foundation. 
 
Fundraising/Friendraising Committee 
 
The Shaffer Challenge to raise dollars for the new Allied Health and Public Services Building 
netted $69,978 for that campaign.  This, in addition to the faculty, staff and outside donors to the 
campaign, brings the Allied Health Campaign current donations to $127,193.  It was noted that 
on Thursday, January 27, an appreciation ice cream sundae extravaganza will be held for 
faculty and staff who donated to this campaign.  In addition they will have chances to win 
additional prizes donated from several local businesses. 
 
The current amount in the Changing Lives Campaign (included the Fackler Scholarship dollars) 
is $3,340,182.74. 
 
Public Relations Committee 
 
Louis Escobar reported that the annual report is at the printer and we are hoping for another 
award winning report. 
 
Nominations for this year’s Making a Difference Award have been received and the committee 
will be meeting soon to make a decision on the recipients. 
 
Meeting Dates Established 
 
Mr. Keys moved and Mr. Wilson seconded the following motion: 



 
WHEREAS, the time and place for the Northwest State Community College Foundation Board 
of Directors meetings must be designated for July 2011 through July 2012 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwest State Community College be the 
designated permanent place of business and that the General Board meetings be established 
for the period July 2011 through July 2012.  The dates of these General Board meetings shall 
be:  October 20, 2011; January 19, 2012; April 19, 2012; and July 19, 2012. 
 
The General Board meetings will begin at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Other 
 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 28 at 8:00 a.m. and will be followed by a 
“sneak peek” of the new Allied Health and Public Services Building. 
 
In an effort to show appreciation to all Foundation members and to provide an opportunity to 
learn to know each other better, the October 20, 2011 meeting will be held at 4:00 p.m. and 
followed by a social hour for members and spouses. 
 
Mari Yoder introduced Melissa Rupp as the College’s new Director of Grant Development. 
 
Robbin Wilcox reported the recent statistics from the Chronicle of Philanthropy: 

 What spurs people to give? 
 84% basic needs 
 80% education 

 
 What matters in deciding where to give? 

 86% demonstrated good business practices 

 
 What motivates someone to give a big gift? 

 The difference the gift makes 

 
Foundation members were reminded to mark their calendars for the April 14, 2011 “Green 
Carpet Event – Night of Mystery and Magic” and “Making a Difference Awards.” (Date has since 
been changed to May 10, 2011.)   
 
 
The next Foundation Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 28, 2011 at 
8:00 a.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
Lynda VonDeylen 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


